
 

Awning fabrics meet Oeko-Tex® Standard 100 
No information obligations regarding awning fabrics 

 
 
 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

In the course of the last months we have received a great number of inquiries 
about the information obligations under the REACH Regulation with respect to 
awning fabrics. 

 
The manufacturers of awning fabrics mentioned below, hereby confirm each for 

their own products of the current collection, that they comply with the relevant 
legal regulations, are not subject to information obligations and meet the strict 
standards of the Oeko-Tex® Label. 

 
Below, we are providing more detailed information which is intended to answer 

the most important questions of these interrelated subjects. 
 

1. What is REACH? 

REACH stands for Registration, Evaluation, Authorization of Chemicals) 
This EU Regulation no. 1907/2006 centralizes and simplifies chemicals 

legislation throughout Europe and entered into force on 1st of June 2007. 
 

2. What are the aims of REACH? 

Article 1, item 1 of the REACH Regulation states: The main aims of REACH 
are to ensure a high level of protection of human health and environment 

from the risks that can be posed by chemicals, the promotion of 
alternative test methods, the free circulation of substances on the internal 
market and to enhance competitiveness and innovation. 

 
3. Why is REACH of importance regarding awning fabrics? 

For the production of fibers, processed besides other products to awning 
fabrics, chemical substances are applied that are on the candidate list of 
particularly alarming substances, SVHC (Substances of Very High 

Concern). Those substances continue to be authorized. However, under 
certain conditions there is a duty to inform consumers:  

 
Article 33 of the REACH Regulation 

Duty to communicate information on substances in products 

 

1. Any supplier of an article containing a substance meeting the criteria in 
Article 57 and identified in accordance with Article 59(1) in a 

concentration above 0.1% weight by weight (w/w) shall provide the 
recipient of the article with sufficient information, available to the 

supplier, to allow safe use of the article including, as a minimum, the 
name of that substance. 



 

 
2. On request by a consumer any supplier of an article containing a 

substance meeting the criteria in Article 57 and identified in accordance 
with Article 59 (1) in a concentration above 0.1% weight by weight 
(w/w) shall provide the consumer with sufficient information, available 

to the supplier, to allow safe use of the article including, as a minimum, 
the name of the substance. 

 
The relevant information shall be provided, free of charge, within 45 

days of receipt of the request.  
 

4. Are there any information obligations regarding awning fabrics? 

The producers of spun-dyed acrylic fibers have adjusted their production 
processes in such a way that the fibers do not contain any particularly 

alarming substances according to this candidate list (SHVC) in a 
concentration of more than 0.1 mass per cent (w/w). Moreover, the fiber 
producers have had their products tested and able to furnish the Oeko-

Tex® Standard 100 Certificate for the product class I. As the concentration 
level is further reduced in the course of the subsequent production steps, 

there are no obligations of information concerning awning fabrics. 
 

5. Are awning fabrics “dangerous” though? 

No, absolutely not. They meet the highest product requirements according 
to Oeko-Tex® Standard 100.  

 
Oeko-Tex® Standard 100 establishes the threshold values according to 
product classes:  

The more intensive the skin contact of a product (and the more sensitive 
the skin is), the stricter the human ecological requirements to be met.  

 
Accordingly, there are four product classes for successfully tested textile 
products:  

Product class I meets the highest requirements and comprises: 
textiles and textiles toys for babies and toddlers up to 3 years, e.g. 

underwear, rompers, bed-linen, cuddly animals, etc.  
 
The residues of solvents in acrylic awning fabrics meet the requirements of 

product class I and are therefore toxically harmless. 
 

No solvents are used in the production process of polyester awning fabrics. 
 
 

We hope the above information will prove useful and wish you a successful 
selling season 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


